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show of resistance, to the Lithuanians in January, 1923.
The Allied Powers enquired into this act of aggression,
but decided to condone it, provided that the Memeland
should be autonomous. But it was never allowed to be
autonomous. The Lithuanians changed the name to
Klaipeda. To every German surname in the telephone
book of the city they added the Lithuanian termination
of -as or -is, making Herr Braun into M. Braunas, and so
on. Ridiculous, no doubt, but irritating if it had happened
to oneself. . . .

English memories are very short as regards foreign
affairs. We do not recollect how Europe kicked the
Germans when they were down, otherwise we would not
be so surprised that they now hit back. Lithuania cut off
all communication between Memelanders and their
mother country. Letters in German were not delivered in
Memel (which was 85 per cent. German, 4 per cent. Jew,
11 per cent. Lithuanian). The German language was not
recognized in the law courts. Only Lithuanian officials
were employed in the civil administration. From May 5th,
1934, the Memeland was placed under martial law. One
hundred and twenty-six of the leading citizens were
arrested, and four were condemned to death for pro-
German agitation, but subsequently reprieved.

We did nothing to see that justice was done to the
140,000 German Memelanders. To-day it is difficult to
blame Hitler for incorporating them into the Reich with-
out asking our permission or Poland's. . . .

As to Poland, she is a Great Power, with a rapidly grow-
ing population of 33,000,000, immense natural resources,
and a highly efficient standing army (at any rate when
standing on its own ground) of 500,000 men. Without
difficulty she can mobilize another million soldiers. Her
cavalry regiments are well trained and well mounted.

She   has   internal   difficulties,   however.     There   are